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Affairs, however, in these quarters are still too unsettled to
afford any definite guidance, and therefore it is desirable
to hasten slowly.

JAPAN AND EUROPE

The developments which have taken place in the Far
East have profoundly affected the conditions of Western
policy in that part of the world, and, hereafter,
the potentates of Europe will have reason to
think twice before shaking their mailed fists
in the faces of the nations of the Far East. There must be
a profound change in the methods of dealing with them,
The days of crooked diplomacy, gunboat arguments,
veiled threats and monstrous indemnities must be looked
upon as past, and all questions must be discussed and settled
on a basis of international equity. Japan is able and
determined to defend her own interests, and China is
following her example and taking advantage of European
methods and appliances. As Mr. Byron Brenan, a very
competent authority on all things Chinese, has very truly
said: " China, because she could not help it, has shown
great toleration and patience; Foreign Powers, in taking
advantage of this, have gone too far ; and now China intends
to reconsider the situation." It is to be hoped that that
reconsideration does not lead her to the conclusion that
eternal justice demands that she should repay, with interest,
the wrongs which have been inflicted on her by the Powers
of the West. In a recent speech in Parliament Mr. (now
Viscount) Morley said: " There are few countries whose
relations with ourselves we could regard with less pride
than our relations with China." Commenting on this
expression of opinion, Colonel A, M. Murray (who has
recently visited the Far East and written an interesting
book1 on the military and naval questions involved) says:
" It would be nearer the truth to say that no country has

1 Imperial Outposts, John Murray, 1907.